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was the status of woman, and to the solution of this prob-
lem Euripides bent all his energies. He used woman and
the moral conflicts originating through the relations of the
sexes as a motif for his poetry, and the whole body of
his plays is a commentary on the Woman Question. He
found in the portrayal of woman a new field for his genius,
as well as a new means of advocating an unpopular but
righteous cause.

Yet we are confronted by the prevailing opinion that
Euripides was a woman hater who utilized his tragedies
to present his unfavorable opinion of the sex. This view,
presented by many modern writers, rests, however, on
false assumptions. To exhibit the low views of woman
held by the men of his day, the poet attributes to certain
of his characters condemnations of the sex as a whole;
and these are taken to be expressions of the personal
opinion of the author. Thus Hippolytus engages in a
lengthy tirade beginning:

" Why hast them given a home beneath the sun,
Zeus, unto woman, specious curse to man?"

But Hippolytus throughout is characterized as a pro-
nounced misogynist, and this and similar passages found
their inspiration in the characters and the situation and
produce a well-defined dramatic effect. Furthermore,
while the poet's unfavorable opinions of women are fre-
quently cited out of their connection, his complimentary
expressions are lost sight of. In contrast to the harsh
criticisms of men who vent their spleen against those
whom they have injured, or of women who find fault with
their sex where the dramatic purpose justifies the expres-
sions used, there can be cited passages in which maidenly
modesty and wifely fidelity are commended; or one might
quote the deeply emotional words of Admetus or Theseus